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This is the process we are following from this point forward returning to receiving 100% of our applications through Grants.gov

The following is the process for discretionary, competitive funding opportunities for financial assistance (FOA).  Find notices (announcements) and application packages are required to be posted at Grants.gov.  Applicants will download the applications from Grants.gov and submit them directly to Grants.gov.  

PFC stands for Program FOA Coordinator which is the Security group we established for the Office of Science and other program office staff who have authority to create their own solicitations for financial assistance.

The process is:

1) CO/CS/PFC creates solicitation (FOA) in STRIPES.

2) CO/CS/PFC issues solicitation in STRIPES.  He or she chooses ‘Yes’ to Post to FedConnect and chooses Public.  On release, the solicitation package contents are automatically posted to the FedConnect Public Opportunities view.

3) CO/CS/PFC manually creates the solicitation document in IIPS using the STRIPES solicitation number.

a. No attachment is uploaded to IIPS.

b. There will be a new question – “Has your office implemented STRIPES?”  If you answer ‘Yes’, two fields will become visible.  The first is a hard coded link to the FedConnect home page and second field requires you to enter your office code.

c. When the CO/CS/PFC chooses ‘Yes to “Auto-Post Announcement to Grants.gov Site?” the FedConnect URL will be sent to GG.

d. When solicitation is Posted in IIPS, it will be posted as a Directed Solicitation, directing it to: Grants.gov

4) CO/CS/PFC creates Application package at GG.  The CO/CS/PFC edits the one page form from the STRIPES library and enters the required information (office name, FOA title and FOA Number).  This is the document which is attached to the Application package as the Instructions.

5) Because we are directing the IIPS solicitation to Grants.gov, it will only be visible for the CO/CS/PFC and other individuals granted access.  The submitted applications will only be visible to merit reviewers given access by the CO/CS/PFC.  An individual application can be viewed by the AOR who submitted the application at Grants.gov.
6) Changes affecting the applicant are that it must be registered in FedConnect to submit questions and view answers to submitted questions.  In addition, the full solicitation can only be viewed in FedConnect.  Registration is not required for viewing public solicitations.

7) Applications are to be submitted to Grants.gov

8) If any applications are submitted to Grants.gov, they will be downloaded to IIPS from GG using the current automated process.

9) We are still working on the automated process for sending copies of the applications coming in from GG directly to STRIPES.  When this is implemented, they will be available on the corresponding STRIPES solicitation document under the Vendor Responses menu option.  If applicants submit any applications directly to FedConnect, they show under the Vendor Responses menu option in STRIPES.
10) Here is a synopsis of what IIPS, GG, STRIPES, and FedConnect will be used for:

Note that you must read the above for further details, your specialists who are working on competitive solicitations should be given the entire document for review.

i. IIPS – Creating a solicitation document which is used to post the GG Find Notice; automatically downloading applications which are submitted to GG and eventually sending them onto STRIPES; communicating to the applicant that DOE has received the application from GG; merit review; allowing the AOR to view the files which were actually received by DOE from GG.
ii. GG – Creating the application package, including as the Application Instructions the one-page document with link to FedConnect and instructions on how to locate the specific solicitation; receiving applications; and communicating the application process status to the applicants.
iii. STRIPES – Creating the Solicitation (FOA), Release to FedConnect, and permanent repository for applications received via GG.

iv. FedConnect – Viewing the full Solicitation (FOA); submitting questions; DOE posting of answers to applicant’s questions; and viewing Q and A’s.

